
 
How education works in Kenya 

 
The first and biggest difference between our children’s educational 
opportunities here in the UK and those of Kenyan children is that school is 
not compulsory.  Poorer children are often needed to work to provide for the 
family and cannot get to school because of isolation.  However, in 1985 the 
government aimed for schools to be open throughout Kenya and education to 
be available to all.  Schools sprang up in villages across the country with 
growing optimism from the population that their children could go on to 
have an education and opportunities previously unavailable to them. 
 
There was a fundamental problem with this however, in that the state schools 
often did not have enough teachers to run them, which was in part due to a 
time lag in teacher training and in part to over subscription of pupils in 
schools.  Young children could be sitting next to their 83-year-old grandfather 
who wanted the opportunity to learn as well.   The demand was higher than 
the supply. 
 
This left a window of opportunity for privately run schools to open across 
Kenya and provide the education so necessary to improve the standard of 
living for this impoverished nation.  It is at these schools in the local area of 
Loitokitok that Assist2Educate has supported local children to gain access to 
education. 
 
School is not age restricted so although primary school in Kenya lasts for 
eight years, a child may start from six to fourteen years old, and progression 
is ability based and not age restricted meaning there can be a varied age range 
in each class. 
 
The primary school years are split into what they call Standard One through 
to Standard Eight.  At the end of Standard Eight the students sit the Kenyan 
Certificate of Primary Education (KCPE), the results of which are used to 
determine placement at secondary school.  Candidates are examined in five 
subjects: Kiswahili, English, Science & Agriculture, Mathematics and Social 
Studies. 
 
Secondary education begins around the age of fourteen and lasts for four 
years.  However, due to delayed primary school entry and limited 
educational schools and facilities, many students (especially those from rural 
areas) experience late admission into the secondary education system 
disadvantaging their progression onto tertiary education. 
 
Tertiary education is the aim.  There are seven public Universities and 
seventeen private Universities in Kenya.  If a child gets all the way through 
then his/her generation will look to a far brighter future than that of their 
parents. 
 
This is why supporting a child through Assist2Educate makes a difference. 
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