
 

Why do we need to support children’s education in Kenya? 

Why do we need to support children’s education in Kenya? Whilst primary education is 
compulsory, secondary and tertiary education is not. Whilst education is theoretically free in the 
state system, in practice the state system struggles to provide the teaching capability necessary to 
provide the education Kenyan children really need if they are to be ready for work and 
employable in today’s workplace. 

In this environment privately run fee paying schools have filled the gap. They are certainly not in 
the same league as private schools in the UK – nor are the fees as expensive – but they do provide 
a good all round education to thousands of children and with that education the passport to a 
secure life and progress.  

Until such time as the state is able to provide higher standards of education, those who come 
from poor rural communities must either rely on a system where class numbers are 100 or so and 
fail to provide the education that the children need or they struggle to pay for a private school 
place. Some families are simply too poor to support their children through the educational 
system, whether state or private and just leave the educational system altogether.  

Now the Kenyan government is reforming the education and training in the country – the first 
major reform in 32 years. This reform promises that the children’s development should be guided 
by a national philosophy which places education at the centre of Kenya’s human and economic 
development. This is excellent news for future generations or for those who can afford the fees of 
private schools. 

The new educational system will place an emphasis on science, technology and innovation and 
will develop vocational and technical skills.  The new curriculum will give every child in Kenya 
an opportunity to thrive. It will aim to nurture young people’s talents and interests and 
transform society through human and economic development. 

The new educational system will be divided into three broad tiers of learning: 

• Tier 1- Early Years of Education 
Pre – Primary (2 years) and Primary Schooling (6 years) Grades 1-6 
 

• Tier 2- Middle School Education 
Junior Secondary School (3 years). Grades 7-9 
 

• Tier 3- Senior Education and Tertiary Education 
Senior Secondary Level (3 years) Grades 10-12 
Vocational Training or University (2 and 3 years) 
 

It will take several years for this new system to be fully introduced and many years for the state 
system to have sufficient qualified teachers and sensible class sizes for them to be effective and 
offer a decent alternative education. In the meantime the only way for many disadvantaged 
families to find a way out of poverty is through the private education system. It is the children of 
these families which Assist2Educate supports. 
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